
MIT April 17: Day of Action – Short Program

Mission and Overview of the Day
Welcome to the second annual MIT Day of Action! This days event is a call for renewed and
ongoing civic engagement among all parts of the MIT community – including students, postdocs,
staff, and faculty – together with the broader local community. The sessions and activities of the
day are devoted to open-minded dialogue with peers and colleagues of diverse backgrounds
and views. We stand in solidarity with all those who are addressing todays political, economic,
and social challenges by developing a deeper understanding of them and the skills to solve them
through collective action.

In coming together for this Day of Action, we act to fulfill MITs mission, “to bring knowledge
to bear on the worlds great challenges”. Each of us has our own understanding of what these
challenges are, and which are most pressing. The range of perspectives we bring to the discus-
sion is a resource and source of strength for our community as we take action to address these
pressing challenges. The MIT Day of Action is open to all, representing the full diversity of our
community.

Orienting to the schedule and making your way through the day
The schedule for the day offers a dizzying array of events, and with a broad cross-section of our
community participating, there will be an unusual opportunity for informal interactions. We
urge you to explore a broad range of topics as you plan your day and to find time to share your
ideas, your concerns, and your hopes with others. In addition to the sheet of paper you are
holding in your hands, you should have received a second sheet of paper with the schedule of
events. On one side is the Session and Activity Grid by Topic. This grid includes all organized
sessions and activities, with session number, title, and location thematically grouped by topic. On
the other side is a line-by-line listing of sessions and activities by start time, including session
title, location, number, and presenters. You can also download a full, detailed program that
also includes session descriptions and presenter bios from https://www.dayofaction.mit.
edu/events.

A note regarding photography, video, and audio recording
Please keep in mind that some of the sessions and activities will cover sensitive content, and
that some participants may be members of vulnerable populations. Some sessions and activities
are no-recording zones. These designations are indicated in the line-by-line listing. If you have
any concerns, please take this into account as you choose your seat in so-designated sessions.
In public areas, best practice is to ask others’ consent before photographing or video-/audio-
recording them. Thank you!
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Agreeing to disagree in open, respectful dialogue across perspectives
The Day of Action is dedicated to open, respectful dialogue and the exchange of ideas from the
widest variety of perspectives. In some cases, strong feelings may be evoked. It is our collective
responsibility to keeping dialogue open and respectful. Here are some guidelines we suggest
keeping in mind:

1. Listen actively and respect what others have to say.
2. Speak from your own experience. Use I statements instead of using they, we, or you. If

someone shares a story you disagree with, share your own story or experience rather than
discounting theirs.

3. Don’t be afraid to respectfully challenge one another by asking questions, but refrain from
personal attacks. Focus on ideas.

4. Value collaboration over competition and engage with alternative perspectives. The goal is
not to agree, it is to gain a deeper understanding.

5. Be conscious of body language and nonverbal responses; they can be as disrespectful as
words.

6. Recognize power relations resulting from race, class, gender, sexuality, ability, social status,
& more identities.

7. Strive for intellectual humility and be willing to grapple with challenging ideas. For example,
whenever you think, I already know this, ask yourself, How can I take this deeper? Or, How
am I applying in practice what I already know?

8. Differentiate between opinion, which everyone has, and informed knowledge, which comes
from sustained experience, study, and practice. Hold your opinions with humility.

Adapt these guidelines as seems appropriate, keeping in mind values of respect and community
growth.

Accessibility & Accommodations:
At the welcome desk in front of 32-124 you can pick up the MIT Campus Accessibility Map (also
downloadable at http://studentlife.mit.edu/sds/accessibility).

For wheelchair accessible routes around MIT’s campus to the buildings in use for Day of Ac-
tion events, visit https://studentlife.mit.edu/sds/accessibility/accessible-routes
(these directions use Lobby 7, the main MIT lobby at the 77 Mass Avenue entrance, as a starting
point).

Gender-Inclusive Restrooms:
While MA state law requires gender binary signs on the restroom doors, we the Day of Action
organizers believe that gender is not binary. Therefore, we have made the bathrooms on the first
floor of Building 32 gender-neutral. Please respect the privacy and dignity of all people using
any restroom. To find single-stall restrooms open to all genders on MIT’s campus, please visit the
following resources:

• Refuge Restrooms (www.refugerestrooms.com)
• This list of single-stall restrooms: http://web.mit.edu/trans/bathroom.html
• “Unisex” restrooms on the MIT Campus Accessibility Map (see link above)

MIT’s non-discrimination policy can be found at http://web.mit.edu/policies/9/9.2.
html.
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Organizations Participating in the Community Organization Open House
Join us from 11 am to 1:30 pm on the Student Street in Stata to learn more about student organi-
zations and local non-profits doing great work in the MIT and greater Boston communities! Grab
some lunch and chat with community leaders to find out how you can get involved with these
mission-driven organizations:

• Corrections Accountability Project + MIT Prison Initiative
(https://correctionsaccountability.org/

• MIT Black Student Union
(https://blackstudentunion.mit.edu/)

• Union of Concerned Scientists
(https://ucsusa.org)

• League of Women Voters of Massachusetts
(https://lwvma.org/)

• Food for Free
(www.foodforfree.org/)

• Mass Peace Action
(masspeaceaction.org/)

• Green Century Funds
(https://greencentury.com/)

• Toastmasters @ MIT
(http://web.mit.edu/personnel/toastmasters/)

• MIT Community Service Fund/Community Giving
(https://csf.mit.edu/community-service-fund)

• Mobile Carbon Footprinting
(https://www.mobilecarbonfootprinting.org/)

• Surveillance Oversight Ordinance meeting
(https://warrantless.org/2018/04/turn-out-testify-apr-17/)

• Project Bread: Walk for Hunger
(http://www.projectbread.org/walk-for-hunger/)

• iHouse
(http://ihouse.mit.edu/)

• Rebuilding Together Boston
(https://rebuildingtogetherboston.org/)

• Transition House
(http://transitionhouse.org/)

Food
Lunch will be served 12–1pm in the Stata Student Street. For dinner there will be pizza available
5-6pm in the Stata Student Street. Throughout the day, fruit and nuts will be available at tables
on the Stata Student Street and at the welcome and information desks.
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What next? How can I stay engaged and active?
There are many paths forward! Follow up by:

• Learning more about the projects, initiatives, and organizations you have heard about today
• Continuing conversations with people you meet today, and starting new conversations with

colleagues, friends and family
• Engaging with the various organizations at our Community Organization Open House
• Keeping an eye on our website, https://www.dayofaction.mit.edu (also accessible

through http://www.mitdayofaction.org), for future information, updates, and events!

In upcoming weeks, we will also be compiling and sending out more detailed follow-up infor-
mation and updates about content relating to todays sessions and activities. If you would like
to receive this information, simply add your name and email address – and check the box indi-
cating that its ok to contact you – to the sign-in sheet circulated at each session (or sign-in at the
registration table). You can also just email us at dayofaction@mit.edu and let us know that you’d
like to be added to our list.

Acknowledgments and thanks
We would like to thank everyone who has made this event possible:

• The VOLUNTEERS who have come together from all parts of our community – MIT staff,
students, postdocs, and faculty, and broader local community members alike – and con-
tributed their time and energy in planning before today, working today to make the event
run smoothly, and cleaning up after the event;

• The SUPPORT STAFF AND FOOD VENDORS working at MIT today who, whether or not they
are able to attend the sessions and activities of this event, are contributing to its success by
ensuring that MIT’s facilities and services continue to operate smoothly;

• The CONTENT CONTRIBUTORS who have provided their expertise, time, and energy to creat-
ing a stunning range of sessions and activities that help improve our awareness, provide us
with relevant knowledge, teach us skills, and prepare us for action;

• The SIGNATORIES OF THE CALL TO ACTION who established a strong and visible base of
support for this event early on;

• The many DEPARTMENTS, CENTERS, LABORATORIES, OFFICES, AND INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE
PROVIDED FINANCIAL SUPPORT to make this event possible; and:

Our final, deep thanks go to YOU AND ALL OTHER PARTICIPANTS in the MIT Day of Action,
individually and collective. Today would not be possible without your interest and willingness to
create an environment of common understanding and equitable practice. Thank you for creating
the time and space in your life to devote this day to civic engagement and action by sharing in
this experience with us. We look forward to seeing and hearing how civic engagement and action
continue as a part of your life, and of our collective experiences together, in the future.

4

https://www.dayofaction.mit.edu
http://www.mitdayofaction.org
mailto:dayofaction@mit.edu


Schedule of Sessions

Presenters and session details available at:    http://dayofaction.mit.edu/events

Time / Group 32-124 32-144 32-141 32-155 32-123 [as listed]
10:00 AM

1 Everyday Action: Solidarity 
Investment        

Transforming Education Across 
the Globe: How MIT Open 
Learning is Improving Access 
and Quality of Education

Experiences from prison: 
Incarceration, education, and 
rehabilitation

Saudi Arabia, the War on 
Yemen, and the Responsibility 
of MIT

Language, Bias, and Power
10:30 AM

11:00 AM
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Small Scale Heroism: Using 
Identity, Culture, & Privilege to 
Set the Tone for Your 
Community

Reimagine Education Through 
Design Thinking

Open Access: How you can 
help make the world’s scholarly 
works available to all

Understanding and Resisting 
the Attack on Immigrants

Confidence at the Ballot Box: 
Russian Bots, Midterm 
Elections and Cybersecurity

[Stata Street]
Community 
organization open 
house

11:30 AM

12:00 PM Who Are We Talking to? The 
Humanities, the Public, and the 
Streets12:30 PM

[Stata Street] 
Lunch1:00 PM
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How Not To Be Evil: Tech 
Workers Against Racism, 
Sexism, and Surveillance White Guilt: Moving beyond the 

yard sign

Objective science? Racist 
science? Sexist science?

Policy Change in Your 
Backyard: Access to Scientific 
Data to be a Climate Change 
Advocate in Your Community

Black Panther: Call for 
Liberation or Repressive 
Desublimation?

1:30 PM

2:00 PM Demystifying the MIT 
Corporation

[34-101]
The History (and 
Present State) of 
Student Activism 
at MIT

2:30 PM

4
Using Restorative Practices: A 
community centered dialogue to 
addressing rape culture on 
campus

Corrupting the Public: 
Philosophy for the People

Mitigating warmongering and 
malicious technology use, from 
nuclear to AI

Perils for Democracy3:00 PM

3:30 PM

4:00 PM
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The Boston-area Affordability & 
Displacement Crisis: Case 
Studies in Local Organizing                

If You Care About Truth, Fight 
for Justice: Universities and the 
Communities They Interact With

Remote Activism in Electoral 
Politics Workshop with Sister 
District Project & Indivisible 
Somerville

Black Lives Matter in Boston The Science of Fake News
4:30 PM

5:00 PM
[Stata Street]
Dinner5:30 PM
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Science Advocacy 101: From 
interest to action                Organizing for Radical 

Inclusion: Stories From 
Hackathons

Asmarina: A film screening and 
discussion about Race, 
Immigration, Citizenship and 
the Habesha Community in 
Milan

Public Banking: Do You Know 
What Your Money Is Doing 
Today? The Baltimore Leadership 

School for Young Women: a 
screening of the documentary 
STEP

6:00 PM

6:30 PM

Reproductive Access and 
Abortion Stigma

Coming Out Faithful: stories 
from LGBTQ religious leaders

7:00 PM

7:30 PM



10:00AM-11:00AM Room 32-144
Transforming Education Across the Globe: How MIT

Open Learning is Improving Access and Quality of Educa-
tion, with Brandon Muramatsu, Anna Schrimpf, Sarah Hansen,
Robert Fadel, Eryn Heying, and Jeff Dieffenbach (moderator)
10:00AM-11:00AM Room 32-141 ��❅❅
Experiences from Prison: Incarceration, education, and re-
habilitation, by Joli Sparkman-Bayron, Reentry Coordinator at
Bethany House
10:00AM-11:00AM Room 32-124
Everyday action: Solidarity investment, by Ryan M Harri-

son
10:00AM-11:00AM Room 32-123
Language, Bias, and Power, with Diana Acosta Navas, Justin
Khoo, and Roger Levy
10:00AM-11:00AM Room 32-155
Saudi Arabia, the War on Yemen, and the Responsibility
of MIT, with Quinton Zondervan, Cole Harrison, Yarden Katz,
and Jonathan King
11:00AM-12:00PM Room 32-141
Open access: How you can help make the world’s scien-

tific and scholarly works available to all, by Katharine Dunn,
Herng Yi Cheng, Ellen Finnie, Roger Levy, Nick Lindsay, and Jeff
Rosenberg
11:00AM-12:30PM Room 32-123
Confidence at the Ballot Box: Russian Bots, Midterm Elec-
tions and Cybersecurity, by Suzanne Mello-Stark
11:00AM-12:30PM Room 32-144
Reimagine Education Through Design Thinking, by Ela

Ben-Ur, Jared Cosulich, and Julian Serrao
11:00AM-12:30PM Room 32-124
Small Scale Heroism: Using Identity, Culture, & Privilege
to Set the Tone for Your Community, by Alessandra Robinson
and Duane de Four
11:00AM-1:00PM Room 32-155
Understanding and Resisting the Attack on Immigrants,

withAviva Chomsky, Sarah Sherman-Stokes, and PatriciaMontes
11:00AM-1:00PM Stata Student Street
Connect with your Community!
12:00PM-1:00PM Room 32-141
Who Are We Talking to? The Humanities, the Public, and
the Streets, by Darien Pollock andMyisha Cherry
1:00PM-2:00PM Room 32-124
How Not To Be Evil: Tech Workers Against Racism, Sex-
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ism, and Surveillance, byMoira Weigel and Ben Tarnoff
1:00PM-2:00PM Room 32-155
Policy Change in Your Backyard: Access to Scientific Data
to be a Climate Change Advocate in Your Community, by
Kenneth Stzepek
1:00PM-2:00PM Room 32-141 ��❅❅
Objective science? Racist science? Sexist science?, by Aba

Sur andMara Freilich
1:00PM-2:30PM Room 32-144
WhiteGuilt: Movingbeyond the yard sign, byEmilyHickey
1:00PM-2:30PM Room 32-123
Black Panther: Call for Liberation or Repressive Desub-

limation?, with M. Amah Edoh, Michel DeGraff, and Grégory
Pierrot
2:00PM-2:30PM Room 32-124 ��❅❅
Demystifying the MIT Corporation, by Paul Kominers
2:00PM-4:30PM Room 34-101
The History (and Present State) of Student Activism at

MIT, by Steven Penn and Tanya Llanas
2:30PM-4:00PM Room 32-141
Corrupting the Public: Philosophy for the People, by Bri-

anna Toole and Alex Hargroder
2:30PM-4:00PM Room 32-124 ��❅❅
Using Restorative Practices: A community centered di-

alogue to addressing rape culture on campus, with Carrie
Wicks and Kester Barrow
2:30PM-4:00PM Room 32-123
Perils for Democracy, with Daron Acemoglu and Daniel Zi-

blatt
2:30PM-4:00PM Room 32-155
Mitigating warmongering and malicious technology use,

from nuclear to AI, byMax Tegmark
4:00PM-5:00PM Room 32-155 ��❅❅
Black Lives Matter in Boston
4:00PM-5:00PM Room 32-123 ��❅❅
The Science of Fake News, by Adam Berinsky and Deb Roy
4:00PM-5:30PM Room 32-141
Remote Activism in Electoral Politics Workshop with

Sister District Project & Indivisible Somerville, by Graham
Jones and Patrick Joyce
4:00PM-5:30PM Room 32-124
The Boston-area Affordability & Displacement Crisis:

Case Studies in Local Organizing , by Rose Lenehan and rep-
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resentatives from Somerville Community Corporation, City
Life Vida Urbana, and theMIT graduate student community*
4:00PM-5:30PM Room 32-144
If You Care About Truth, Fight for Justice: Universities

and the Communities They Interact With, by Naomi Sche-
man, Ceasar McDowell, and Libby Hsu
5:30PM-6:30PM Room 32-124
Science Advocacy 101: From interest to action, by Ortal

Ullman of the Union of Concerned Scientists
5:30PM-6:30PM Room 32-155
Public Banking: Do YouKnowwhat yourMoney Is Doing
Today?, by Timothy Havel
5:30PM-7:00PM Room 32-144

Organizing for Radical Inclusion: Stories From
Hackathons, by Elaine Harris, Fahad Punjwani, Steven
Max Patterson, and Hildreth England
5:30PM-7:30PM Room 32-123
The Baltimore Leadership School for Young Women: a

screening of the documentary STEP, with Q&A by Visiting
Professor Kimberly Juanita Brown
5:30PM-7:30PM Room 32-141
Screening of “Asmarina” and conversation with film di-

rector and Prof. Garcia Peña, withDr. Lorgia García-Peña and
Medhin Paolos
6:30PM-8:00PM Room 32-124
Reproductive Access and Abortion Stigma, by Shira Cahn-

Lipman
6:30PM-8:00PM Room 32-155
Coming Out Faithful: stories from LGBTQ religious lead-
ers, with Rabbi Steve Goldberg, the Rev. Angel Marrero, andGar-
rett Garborcauskas
Key
��❅❅ No photos, video or audio recording! This session

is a recording-free zone!
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